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Short Catechiſm, 
th FOR us 
Inſtructing ſuch as are diſpoſed to enter into 
the Great END and DESIGN of the 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
Queſtion. - HATis Man's chief Good and 
Happineſv? 
Anſwer. It is to have God 
Ado be his God, and his only 
Ruler and Governor. | 
Q. Why call you that his chief Good and Happineſs? 
A. Becauſe God is the chief Good in himſelf, 
and the Cauſe of all Good and Happineſs in every 
Soul that is intirely ruled and governed by him. 
Q. What is Man's greateſt Evil and Miſe? 
A. It is to ſet up Se, as an Idol in God's 
Room, to be ruled and governed by it. 
Q. Why call you that his greateſt Evil and Miſery © 
A. Becauſe the ſetting up Self in God's Room, 
is the greateſt Evil and Injuſtice in itſelf, and the 
Cauſe of all other Evils and Miſeries whatſoever. 
Q. Who was the firſt Author of this Evil and In- 
juſtice? e JEL 
A. The Devil and his Angels, who infected 
our firſt Parents, and in them all their Poſterity, 
with this horrible Corruption. 8 15 
Q. Has this Corruption entered deep into Man's 
Nature © | 3 
A. It has entered ſo deep, that the very Liſe 
and Being of his Nature, as it is corrupted, is 
nothing elſe but Self-will, Selt-love, Self: intereſt, 
Oc. infomuch that naturally he neither regards 
11115. A God, 


God, or his Fellow Creatures, any farther than 


as they may ſerve as a Means to pleaſe or advance 
this Idol Self. in 3 

Q. What are the three univerſal Sins, whercwith 
this Idol has corrupted Man's Mature? 

A. Covetouſneſs, Senſuality, and Pride. 

Q. By what other Names are they called ⁊ 

A. They are called, the Luſt of the Eyes, the 
Luft of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life; or, the 
Love of Riches, Pleaſures, and Honours ; or, 
Selt-intereſt, Self-pleaſing, and Self- eſteem. 
Q. What are the Fruits which theſe Sins produce 
in Mens Lives and Converſations ? 


A. They produce all rhe Vices and Crimes 


which too much abound every-where in the 


A 5 . 

Q. Into what Hſtate is Mankind reduced by this 
alominable Idol Selt, and its curſed Fruits 

A. Mankind is thereby naturally reduced into 

a State of Baniſhment from God and all Good; 
and of a miſerable Slavery and Captivity, under 
the Power of the Devil, and of all Evil. 

Q. What was neceſſarily required, to the redeem- 


ing of Mankind from ſuch a miſerable State ? 


A. It was neceſſary, that the Injury and Dif- 


| honour done to God, by ſetting up ſuch a vile 


unworthy Idol in his Room, ſhould be repaired ; 
as alſo, that the Idol irſelf ſhould be ſo broken 
down and caſt out, as it might never again uſurp 
the Throne of GGW. 
Qt. Was it iu the Power of Man to perform both 
108 Conditions © / DOTS pe ” 
A. So tar from it, that no leſs Power than 


Omni potency itſelf was neceflary to perform et= {| 


ther the one or the other of them. 8 
Q. Has any we then been willing toundertake, and 
able to perform, ſo great a Work ? 
A. Yes indeed, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
eternal Son of God, true God and tiue Man, He 


alone is the Saviour of the World, and the Re- 


deemer 


„I Y Jv YO 


4 


deemer of Mankind; who is both able and wil- 


ling to fave to the utmoſt all that come to God 


thro' him. * 
Q. What moved him to undertake ſo great a Work 


aud Labour ? 


A. His great Love to his Father's Glory, and 
his great Pity and Compaſſion for loſt Mankind. 
Qi. What did Feſus, in order to repair the Diſbo- 


nour done to God & 


A. Becauſe Man had diſhonoured God, by 
leaving the loweſt and laſt Place, which was due 
to him; and uſurping the firſt and chief Place, 
which belonged to God; therefore, to make 


Satisfaction and Reparation, the Son of God leſt 


the Throne of his Glory, the firſt and chief Place 
due to him; and taking our Nature upon him, he 
deſcended into the loweſt and laſt Place, even 


into the Room and Place of Sinners. 


Q. What farther Satisfaction and Reparation made 


he, when he had put himſelf in the Place of Sinners? 


A. He meekly ſubmitted himſelf to all the 
Poverty, Contempt, and Suflerings, which were 
due to them; and always honoured his heavenly 
Father with an Obedience and Humility, which 
was more boundleſs and unlimited, than was the 
Pride and Diſobedience wherewith Man had diſ- 
honoured him. | 5 „„ 
Q. What was the moſt admiralle Inflance of the 
Obedience, Humility, and Charity of the Son of Gods 

A, His offering up himſelf a Sacrifice upon the 
Crofs, in the deepeſt Humiliations and Sulterings 


both of Soul and Body. 


N. War this Sueifics geg ſatigying, and 


meritorious, in the Sight of his heavenly Father © 


A. It was ſo acceptable, ſatisfying, and meri- 
torious, that his heayenly Father found his Ju- 
ſtice thereby not only ſatisfied, bur likewiſe in- 


debted to his dear Son; and that he was obliged 


to grant him, in favour of Mankind, whom he 9 
| EE A 2 much 
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much loved, all Grace and Glory, and every good 
Thing that he defired for them. 
Q. Is it neceſſary, beſides making Satisfaction and 
Reparation, that Feſus ſhould caſt forth the Idol Self, 
with its corrupt Fruits, out of our Hearts, before we can 
enjoy the heavenly Glory which he has merited for us © 
A. It is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that neither 


the Mercies of God, nor the Merits of JeſusChriſt, 


ſhall ever bring us to the heqvenly Glory; till firſt 
this great Work be effectually begun in our Souls, 


and alfo thereafter carried on and finiſhed by the 
Power of our Redeemer. : 


Q. How does our dear Redeemer moſt uſually begin 
this Work in the Soul © L x” 
A. By awakening the Conſcience with a Sight 
and Senſe of its grotler Sins and Vices, and with 
the Fearof Hell Torments, which areduetothem. 
Q. What muſt neceſſarily accompany, or follow 
after this? . 3 


A. A ſirm Belief of God's Mercy in Chriſt 


Jeſus, to all them that truly repent ot their Sins, 


and forſake them. 
Q. What Effects do both theſe produce in the Soul © 
A. An earneft ſtriving and wreftling againſt its 
groſſer Sins, with a diligent Uſe of ſuch Means 


and Mortifications, as may help it to be victorious 
over them. 850 


Q. Dot the Soul, 10 this State, mſually make any 


considerable Progreſs and Advancement? 


A. Altho' ſometimes it may ſeem to itſelf to 


make conſiderable Progreſs, yet really it advances 
but little, ſo long as its inward Corruptions, its 


inward Pride, Covetouſneſs, and Senſuality, which 
are the Root of its outward Sins, do ſtil! continue 


in their Strength and Vigour. 


Q. Where can the Soul find a proper and an eſfectual 


HKemedy to purge out theſe inward Corruptions © 


A. Only in the Lord Jefus Chriſt, in his Lite 
and Doctrine, and in his Death upon the Croſs. 
b Q. What 


4 n rn © 
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Q. What aretheſe Remedies, which are to be found 
there 


A. In the Life and Doctrine of the Son of God, 
and in his Death upon the Croſs, there are abun- 


danceof Humiliations, Reproaches, and Contem 


to 25 down our Pride; of Poverty, Nakedneſs, 
an 


Diſengagement, to purge out our Covetouſ- 


neſs; and of Labours, Pains, and Sufferings, to 


mortify our Love of Eaſe and Pleaſures. 
Q. Is it neceſſary, that the Soul do truly love and 
eſteem theſe Things, and willingly embrace them, 
whenever it pleaſcs Cod to ſend them © 

A. However the inferior ſenſual Part of the 


Soul may grieve and be afflicted, yet the ſuperior 


Part muſt truly love and eſteem them, and wil- 


lingly embrace them; elſe it cannot follow Jeſus 


Chriſt, nor can the Love of Riches, Honours, 
and Pleaſures, be truly purged out. 


Q. How is the Soul enabled and prevailed with to 


take ſo bitter a Medicine © . 
A. By the Divine Light, which it receives 
from Jeſus Chriſt, and which enlightens it in ſome 


meaſure to know itſelf and the World, and to 


know God, and to know Jeſus the Mediator. 
Q. What does the Soul ſee itſed and the World to 


be, in the divine Light © 


A. In the divine Light, it ſees itſelf to be no- 


thing but Miſery and Sin, and that it has truly * 


deſerved Hell; as alſo it ſees the Riches, Ho- 


nours, and Pleaſures of the World, whereby it 


has been deluded, to be but mere empty Shadows: 


And both theſe make it deſpiſe the World, and 


hate iifelf-- By: 
Q. - What does the Soul diſcover of God, in the 


Minn As on | 
A. In the divine Light, the Soul ſees God to 
be all infinite Goodneſs, Love, Beauty, and Ex- 
cellency, and that all its Happineſs is in him; 
which makes the Soul hunger and thirſt, and pant 

and brearhe after hi n. 


Q. What 


5 * 
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Q. What does the Soul, in the divine Light, diſ- 

cover of Feſus the Mediator? a 
A. It diſcovers that Jeſus is the trne and only 

Way to the Father; and that there is no other 

Way but his Poverty, Contempt, and Sufferings, 

to caſt out Man's Covetouſneſs, Pride, and Sen- 


ſuality; and alſo, that his Love to Man is bound- 


leſs and aſtoniſhing, in walking ſo willingly be- 


tore him in the way of the Croſs, to bring him 


unto God : All which conftrain the Soul to love 
Jeſus, and cordially to embrace his Doctrine and 


Example of the Croſs, as being the only way to 


its own Happineſs in God. 
Q. When the Soul has thus been enabled, by the 


divine Light, to deſpiſe the World, and bats itſelf, to 


love God, and earneſtly defire him, and to embrace 


Chriſt and his Croſs, as the only Way to the Father; 


is there any thing farther neceſſary for it to do? 


A. Yes, it muſt, by the Divine Grace, apply 


all its Vigour and Activity to perſevere and con- 


tinue ſtedfaſtly in theſe and ſuch-like Exerciſes ; 


till all its Activity being much ſpent and exhauſt- 
ed, it does at length, by degrees, enter into the 


paſſive State. 


Q. Whereincon/iftsthe Natureof this paſſroe State? 
A. It conſiſts in patiently bearing the Opera- 


tions, and quietly following the Motions and At- 


tractions of the Divine Grace, which now are 


elt and perceived very ſenſibly in it. 


Q. What is the Exerciſe or Diſpoſitiun of the Soul, 


ia this paſſive State © 


A. It is to take all its Pleaſure and Content- 
ment in abiding in God's Preſence, in dependin 
upon him, and leaving itſelf intirely to his Diſ- 


poſal, as a continual Sacrifice to his holy Will. 


Q. What are the Fruits and Effects of this State 
in the Soul _ 3 


A. It does more eſſectually ſubdue and caſt out 


the carnal worldly S/, with its inward Corrup- 


tions; and gives the Soul a more complete and caly 
Victory 
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V ictory over its Sins and Imperfections, and makes 


it flouriſh very ſenſibly in Faith, Hope, and Cha- 


rity, in Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Reſigna- 


tion, and all other Chriſtian Graces and Virtues. 
Q. Has ſuch a Soul any thing more to do, but to 


continue and advance in all theſe Graces and Virtues? 


A. Irs Activity having been already ſpent, it 


has not much to do; but it has much to ſuffer, 
and a more terrible Purification to undergo, than 
ever it had before. 


Q Why ſo? 


A. Becauſe in the midſt of theſe ſenſible divine 


Graces and Virtues, there grows up a ſecret, ſpi- 


ritual, refined, ſabtle Self, which, if God did not 
prevent it, would at length become more deſtru- 

_ Etive to the Soul, and more diſpleaſing unto him, 
than the former groſs carnal Idol was. 


i 5 Wherein conſiſts the Malignity of this ſpiritua! 
elt 

A. In robbing God of his Glory, by appropri- 
ating to ĩtſelf the Graces and Virtues which belong 
to him; and by a ſecret ſpiritual Pride, taking 
Complacency i in its own Excellency. 

Q. Into what State would this ſpiritual Self bring 
#he Soul, if God continue to multiply his ſenſible Graces 
therein : 

A. By degrees, into the State of Lucifer, who 
was adorned with more reſplendent Graces, than 
any Man on Earth can be; and yer, by this proud 
ſpiritual Self, he became a Devil. 


Q. Is the Soul able, by its own Di ligence and 


Attivity, to deftroy this Monfler ? 

A. This Montter is ſo voracious, ſo ſecret, and 
ſo ſubtle, that there is not any thing which the 
Soul can do, by its own Activity, to deſtroy it, 
but what it feeds upon, and nouriſhes and ſtrength- 
ens itſelf thereby. 

Q. Who then can deſtroy it ? 

A. God alone. 

Q. By what Means doth Go. mot uſually 22 


that terrible Monſter © "4 By 


_ the full Dominion? bc 28 
Al. A profound Peace, a pure diſintereſted 
Love, and alſo a child-like Innocency and Sim- 
plicity, whereby the Soul, for its own Safety, is 


[8] 


- 7a By letting looſe the moſt grievous Tempta- 


tions, and withdrawing all his ſenſible Graces 
4rom the Soul, and ſurrounding it on all Hands 


with Darkneſs and Troubles; whereby it is re- 


duced to the greateſt Agonies and Straits. 


Q. Are theſe Agonies ſoon over ? 
A. In the former States, the Soul had man 


Changes or Viciſſitudes of Light and Darkneſs, of 


Temptations and Conſolations, of painful Aridi- 
ties, and ſenſible Joys: But in theſe laſt Trials, 
the grievous Temptations and Agonies do ſtill in- 


creaſe, and are never ended, if the Soul be of an 


competent Strength to bear them, till it be utterly 


loſt, and periſh, as to its own Apprehenſion. 


Q. For what End is the Soul brought to fuch a 
terrible State © e ae, „ 

A. That it may learn to be ſacrificed abſolutely, 
without any Reſerve, to the Will and Order of 
God, even with reſpect to Grace, Virtue, Salva- 


tion, Eternity, as well as to all temporal Things; 


that ſo all Self, both ſpiritual and carnal, may be 
wholly rooted out, and annihilated in the Soul. 
Q. When Self is thus reduced to nothing in the 


Soll, what then becomes of it © 


A. When we'd is really reduced to nothing, 
which is the only Place that of Right belongs to 
it; then Jcſus takes Poſſeſſion of his Right, and 
by degrees becomes Al in the Soul: So that no 
more Selt-righteouſneſs, Selt-intereft, Self-will, 


or any thing of Self, is to be found in it; bur 


only the Righteouſneſs, the Intereſt, the Will, 


and rhe All of Jeſus. _ 


Q. What are ſome 7 the principal Characters or 
Diſpejitions of that FSott 5 herein Feſus bas recovered 


uſually kept from any certain Knowledge of its 
own happy State. DN 
Q. 1s 


- | 
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of this Faith? 


[9] 


Q. Is Feſus then the only Lord and King of that 


Soul, who rules and governs it abſolutely, according 


to his own Will, without any Oppoſition e 


A. Ves indeed; which as it is Man's greateſt 


Happineſs in this Life, ſo it is the great End and 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, and all that 


ſeems to be neceſſary to prepare the Soul, and 


make it ready for the immediate Enjoyment of 


the heavenly Glory. 


Q. What Means muſt we make uſe of, whereby we 


may attain to this great End and Dejign of the Chri- 
ſian Religion? 3 


A. That we may attain to this great End, we 


muſt make uſe both of the internal and external 


,, ns 
Q. What are the moſt effefFual internal Means © 
A. They are the inward Graces of Repentance, 


Faith, and the Prayer of the Heart. 


Q. What is Repentance? 


A. It is ſuch a true Sorrow for our Sins, as 


makes us embrace the Means, how bitter or pain- 
ful ſoever they may be, to extirpate them; and 


to repair the Wrongs we have done by them. 
Q. Of what Te is Repentance for helping us foro 
ward to the great End of our Chriftianity © 


A. It is of abſolute Neceſſity for amending and 
obtaining Pardon of all the Sins and Faults that 
are committed thro” the whole Chriſtian Courſe; 


but more eſpecially in the Beginning of ir, when 


the Sinner breaks off his Sins, and evil Habits, 


and returns to God. 


Q. What is Faith? 
Al. It is the Evidence of Things not ſeen, even 
of the All of God, and of the Nothing of the 


Creature; whereby the Soul, which receives that 


Evidence, believes in God, and puts all its Truſt 
and Confidence in him alone, and not in the Crea- 
ture, or in any thing that it can do. * 

Q. What is the moſt native and immediate Fjjett 
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A. The greater and ſtronger that this Faith is, 
the more it engages God to take the Soul into his 
own particular Care, Conduct, and Protection; 
and alſo it makes the Soul the more pliable, ſub- 
miſſive, reſigned, and abandoned to the divine 
Will and Conduct in all Things. 
Qi. Of what Uſe is Faith for aſſiſting us to attain 
unto the great End and Deſian of our holy Religion? 
A. It is of abſolute Neceſſity for diſengaging 
the Soul from the Creatures, and uniting it to 
God; and for guiding and leading it ſafely into 
that divine Union, tbro' all the Dangers, Delu- 
ſions, and Temptations, wherewith the Devil, 
the World, and our own Corruption, do continu- 
ally aſſault us, in all the different Periods of our 
Chriſtian Courſe; but more eſpecially in the laſt 
Trials, when the Soul can ſee nothing but Death 
and Darkneſs on all Hands. 3 
Q. What is the Prayer of the Heart ? 
A. It is an inward Converſation, or Communi- 
cation betwixt God and the Soul, wherein the 
Soul, conformably to the State it is in, offers up 
to God its Deſires, or Aſpirations, or Affections; 
or ſimply expoſes itſelf before him, leaving itſelt 
wholly to his Will; and wherein God corre- 
Iponds accordingly, by communicating his Graces 
and Favours to the Soul, as he ſees moſt expedient 
10r it. 0 | © 

Q. Of what Uſe then is vocal Prayer ? 

A. It is of moſt neceilary Uſe, not only in the 
publick Worſhip, bur alſo in the moſt private Re- 
rirements, whenever it may ſerve as a Means to 
fx our Attention, or aſſiſt us in the inward De- 
votion and Prayer of the Heart. . 

Qi. Of what Uſe is Prayer for advancing. ts to the 
great End of our Religion 7 

A. It is of ſuch neceilary Uſe from the Begin- 
ning to the End of che Chriſtian Courſe, that rhe 
Sonl's Advancement depends on its Fidelity 

therein; fo that whoever neglects' Prayer, Can 
h — never 


11 
ſtian Life. ee 
Q. What are the moſt eſfectual external Means, 


whereby we may attain tothe great End of our Religion? 


A. The moſt effectual external Means are, the 


holy Scriptures, the Sacramenrs, and the other 


Offices of the ſacred Order of Paſtors. 


Q. Flow does it appear, that the holy Scriptures are 
à moſt effetfual Means to bring us to the great End 


of our Religion? 


A. It appears in this, that as the holy Scriptures 


are all written by divine Inſpiration, ſo they do - 


all tend to humble Man, and exalt God, and to 


turn Man away from Selt-love, and the Love of 


the Creatures, unto the Love of God ; and do 


contain inexhauſtible Treaſures of divine Light 


and Wiſdom, all contributing to that End. 


Q. Eow ought we to read and ſtudy the Scriptures 


ſo as to profit by them? 


— 


A. Wich an earneſt Deſire to know God's Will, 


tor no other End but that we may praiſe it; 
and with an humble Heart depending on God for 
_ giving us the Underftanding of them, ſo tar as he 


lecs it neceſſary for that End. | 
Q. Wherein are the Sacraments uſeful to us, for 
our attaining to the great End of Religion? 
A. They are moſt uſetaF and necetlary, becauſe 
the Awfulneſs and Solemnity of the Myſteries 


which are celebrated in them, do ſerve to awaken 
us from our Dulneſs and Stupidity, and to raiſe 
up our Hearts to God; and becauſe, in the due 


Ule of them, we are ſolemnly engaged to our 
Duty, and ſingularly aſſiſted to perform it, by 
the 23 Effuſion of the divine Grace upon al 
thoſe 
oblerve theſe divine Ordinances. 
Q. What is the Evil of deſpiſing, or wiltully neg- 
leltiug the Sacraments ® 5 
A. Whoever deſpiſes, or wil fully neglectstheſe 


holy Ordinances, he not only deprives himſelf of 


2 — 


never make any confiderable Progreſs in the Chri- | 


„ who with humble and obedjent Hearts 
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the ſpiritual Benefits, and inward Graces, which 

always accompany the humble aud pious Uſe of 

them; but alſo he thereby ranks himſelf even 
amongſt the Infidels, in that he will not make uſe 
of the outward viſible Signs and Symbols, or- 
dained by Chriſt himſelf to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh 
| berwixt his Diſciples and all others; and that he 
will not confeſs him betore Men, nor own him to 
be his Lord and Ing in that ſolemn ſacred man- 

ner, which he himſelf hath appointed. _ 

Q. Of what Uſe are the other Offices to us, of the 

ſacred Order of Paſtors ? 7 
A. Of ſuch ſingular Uſe, that nothing more ef- 

fectual could be done for us, than to appoint an 
Order of Men to feed us with Chriſt's Doctrine, 

and to walk before us in his Steps; and ſo to 
teach us, both by Word and Deed, how we may 
die to ourſelves, and to the Creatures, that God 
alone may live and reign in us. And altho' ſome 
may fail in their Duty, yet we have the pious 

Labours, Writings, and Examples of other taith= 

ful Paſtors, which are ftill of ſingular Uſe and 

Advantage to us, 

5 * Are there any general Means, common to all 
Mankind, for aſſiſting them to attain to the great End 
and Deſign of | the Chriſtian and] all true Religion? 

A. Les, there are the Works of Creation and 
Providence outwardly; and alſo, an inward Re- 
mainder of the Image of God, which by the Me- 

rits and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, is continued 
with all Mankind, as an inward Seed or Principle 
of Grace, in the midſt of their Corruption. 

Q. What are the Fruits and Effects of this good 

Principle, in the Hearts and Lives of Men © Z 

A. 'The more that the good Motions thereof, 

in Oppoſition to the Motions of Corruption, are 
followed and obeyed, it becomes the ſtronger, 
and God communicates his Bleſſing to it, where- 
by it has become the Spring and Fountain of ma- 

ny good Things in the Works and Writings 5 

tne 
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the Heathens: But the more its Motions are re- 
jected, and thoſe of Corruption followed and 
obeyed, this good Principle becomes the more 
languid and imperceptible, and ſometimes ſeems 
to be utterly extinguiſhed. 1 

Q. Wherein do the Works of Creation and Provi- 


dence ſerve Men as a Means, whereby they may attain 


to the End of all true Religion 
A. In ſetting plainly before Mens Eyes the 

Greatneſs and Goodneſs of God, and the Nothing- 
neſs of Man; that his very Soul and Body, and 
all the Good he has, are God's Creatures, and do 
belong to him; and that therefore he ought not 
to rob God by aſcmbing or appropriating any of 
theſe Things to himſelf; but abide in an intire 
Nakedneſs and Poverty of Spirit before, him, leav- 


ing himſelf, and all he hath, in God's Hands, to 


be diſpoſed of, and ruled and governed by him, 


without any Oppolition, as being the only right- _ 


ful Lord and King, and true Proprietor of all 
Things. 
Q. Why then might not a Heathen be ſaved by the 


Means of theſe plain Truths, ſearched out and followed 


by the good Principle of the divine Grace within him? 


A. How plain ſoever theſe Truths may be in 


themſelves, vet all Men are ſo blinded with Self- 


love, and the Love of the World, that even 
amongſt thole who have the Light of the Scrip- 

| tures, and the Doctrine and Example of Jetus 
Chriſt, to guide them, there are but fe who pe- 
netrate theſe Truths ſo fully as they ought to do, 
and ſtill fewer who practiſe them: Therefore it is 


not to be ſuppoſed, that any amongſt the Hearhen, 
who have none to guide them, can enter into 
theſe Truths; or if any did, and practiſed accord- 
ingly, it is not to be doubted but God would 
communicate himſelf unto them, and ſave them 
by the Grace and Merits of his Son, even as he 
iaved the Patriarchs, and others his Servants of 
old, before the Scriptures were written. 


Q. Alas! 


— 
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Q. Aas then, if there be fo few everywhere, 


who enter into theſe great and neceſſary Truths, what 
ſhall become of Mankind? Is it not to be feared, that 


Self and the World fbatl, in a ſhort time, have 
Dominion over the Hearts of all Men living on the 
Earth? „ e J 

A. In the worſ of Times God had, and always 
will have, ſome to ſerve him; and altho' the 
greateſt abounding of all Evil is foretold to be in 
the laſt Days, yet the greateſt abounding of all 


Good is foretold to follow after it: For as in the 
Purification of the Soul, the darkeſt Night of 


Trials and Temptations goes before the brighteſt 
Day of divine Peace; ſo in the Church, and in 


the World in general, after the greateſt Diſorders 


and Corruptions, ſhall follow the greateſt Purity 
and Order; Righteouſneſs, Truth, and Peace, 


ſhall flouriſh; Satan ſhall be bound, and caft out; 


and JEsvUs ſhall be abſolute Lord and King in 
the Hearts of all Men. NES, 


Even ſo, Lord Feſtus, come quickly. Amen. 
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